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Politics in Faith Communities 

Rounds/Questions: The Living Room Conversation Starts Here 
The First Amendment of our Constitution states: “Congress shall make no law respecting 
an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof…" Under the Internal 
Revenue Code, 501(c)(3) organizations are prohibited from directly or indirectly 
participating in, or intervening in, any political campaign on behalf of (or in opposition to) 
any candidate for elective public office. In light of this amendment and regulation, and in 
the context of the political division in our country, how do we conduct ourselves as people 
of faith who are also responsible citizens? 

Getting Started / Why Are We Here?  
What interested you or drew you to this conversation?  

Round One: Core Values  
Answer one or more of the following:  

• What sense of purpose / mission / duty guides you in your life?  

• What would your best friend say about who you are and what makes you “tick”?  

• What are your hopes and concerns for your community and/or the country?  

 Round Two: The Intersection of Faith and Politics  
 
Remember that the goal for this Living Room Conversation is for all of us to listen and 
learn about where we have different opinions and where we have shared interests, 
intentions and goals. Answer one or more of the following questions:  

• What does separation of religion and state mean to you when you gather for 
worship? 

• How and where do you want to talk about the pressing issues of our communities 
and country? 

• What does "political" mean to you?  
• What does “social justice” mean to you? 
• What community worship experience affirms your faith and helps you live into your 

values in your daily life?  
• Has there been a time when you’ve seen merit in a position you disagree with? 

 Round Three: Reflection & Next Steps  



• In one sentence, share what was most meaningful / valuable to you in the 
experience of this Living Room Conversation. 

• What learning, new understanding or common ground was found on this topic? 
• Has this conversation changed your perception of anyone in this group, including 

yourself? 
• What is one important thing you thought was accomplished here? 
• Is there a next step you would like to take based upon the conversation you just had? 

Closing – Thank you! Please complete the feedback form to help improve Living Room 
Conversations.  

Living Room Conversations is an open source project. Please use, share and modify with attribution to www.LivingRoomConversations.org 


